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advantage of the Western ideas taught by Arai, Sakurna,
Yoshida, and others.

The advent of Sir Harry Parkes as British Minister in
1865 exercised an important modifying influence upon the
situation. The studies of Satow and other members of the
foreign legations and consulates made clear to the foreign
ministers the actual conditions of affairs, and they realised
that the power of the Shogun was doomed. It was also
perceived that the treaties might cease to be valid unless
they obtained the sanction of the Emperor, if indeed they
were valid at all without that sanction. A united naval
demonstration off Hyogo (which now practically forms part
of the great port of Kobe) had the desired result, and the
Imperial consent was given in a single curt sentence. From
that time the attitude of the Court of Kyoto towards
foreigners underwent a conspicuous and lasting change.
The Emperor Komei died early in 1867, and was succeeded
by the present Emperor Mutsuhito, then in his fifteenth
year. The last of the Tokugawa Shoguns (who is still
alive) was induced to surrender all authority into the hands
of the young monarch. He afterwards, under pressure, rose
in revolt, but was defeated after severe fighting. Early in
1868 the Emperor signified to the representatives of the
Foreign Powers his willingness to receive them in person.
The event was without precedent in the long records of
Japanese history. Hitherto the monarch had rarely been
seen even by his own exalted officers of State. The recep-
tion was marked by a deplorable incident While Sir Harry
Parkes was riding to the palace at Kyoto, he was attacked
by fanatical samurai, and several of his escort were severely
wounded, This was the last real outburst of the ancient
rancour. The isolated attacks on foreigners which have
occurred since have almost* invariably been due to special
causes, and not to the old blind indiscriminate hatred.

The immediate result of the interview of the foreign
ministers with the Emperor was the conversion of the
members of the Court of Kyoto, and they became good